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;/\(?/; Summary

Trase data and intelligence
has been used by the
European Commission,
member state governments,
enforcement agencies,
politicians and civil society
groups in the creation of the
EU deforestation regulation
— the first-ever legislation
aimed at breaking the link
between deforestation and
the trade in agricultural
commodities.

Photo: Loading soy on a
ship (Pulsar Imagens/Adobe
Stock Photo).
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Trase and the EUDR:
Motivating and enabling
world-first legislation

to tackle commodity-
driven deforestation

In June 2023, the European Union deforestation regulation (EUDR) entered

into force with a legal compliance framework to guarantee that the products
EU citizens consume do not contribute to deforestation or forest degradation
worldwide. In December 2023, the UK announced the introduction of a

regulation on Forest Risk Commodities limiting imports of commodities

grown on illegally deforested land. Both regulations place unprecedented

environmental conditions on commodity trade.



https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-12-12/hcws117#:~:text=It%20prohibits%20them%20from%20using,on%20their%20due%20diligence%20exercise.
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Trase played significant roles in strengthening the evidence base for both regulatory
processes, helping operationalise aspects of their implementation, and enabling
accountability of both government and businesses to deliver on their requirements.

Making the strategic case
for demand-side regulations

In order to eliminate deforestation from commodity supply chains, there has been
growing consensus on the need for demand-side regulation — legal requirements to
raise the floor on minimum standards for securing market access and give an advantage
to more responsible and sustainable supply chain companies and markets. The EUDR

is by far the most ambitious and wide-reaching regulation governing the import of
commodities linked to deforestation ever to be introduced.

In 2019, the European Commission adopted the Communication on stepping up action

to protect and restore the world’s forests, which launched an assessment to recommend
policy options to minimise the impact of EU consumption on deforestation and forest
degradation.

Trase’s data and research played a pivotal role in making the strategic argument that
regulation was not just necessary, but also feasible to implement — motivating ambition
while also disarming long-held arguments and excuses that supply chains are too

opaque and complex.

For example, Trase data formed the backbone of the report ‘Stepping up? The continuin
impact of EU consumption on nature’ published by WWF in April 2021 as the EU
Commission developed its legislative proposal. This report was a central part of the
#Together4Forests campaign convened by WWF which successfully mobilised public
support for the EUDR. Trase’s analysis provided the most comprehensive assessment of
the EU’s deforestation footprint to date, demonstrating not only that it was the second
most important international market for forest-risk commodities (after China), but also
highlighting the commodities, companies and regions most affected, helping shape the
focus of the legislation and providing a pathway for implementation.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1565272554103&uri=CELEX:52019DC0352
https://www.wwf.nl/globalassets/pdf/stepping-up-the-continuing-impact-of-eu-consumption-on-nature-worldwide.pdf
https://www.wwf.nl/globalassets/pdf/stepping-up-the-continuing-impact-of-eu-consumption-on-nature-worldwide.pdf
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Shaping priorities

Trase insight was also brought to bear in helping shape the scope of the EUDR in terms

of commodities and ecosystems at implementation and during future reviews.

In 2021, Trase provided the underlying evidence for a civil society campaign led by
Fern and Mighty Earth, highlighting the critical importance of soy cake in dominating
European soy imports from Latin American, and helping motivate the inclusion of

soycake in the final scope of the legislation.

In 2022, a high-profile Trase report commissioned by the Greens/EFA group in the EU
Parliament brought attention to the huge gap in the scope of the legislation due to the
exclusion of the Cerrado, the world’s most biodiverse savannah ecosystem that falls
largely outside the Food and Agriculture Organization’s definition of forests as used
by the Commission. Trase’s report clearly demonstrated that the Cerrado is by far

the largest hotspot of deforestation exposure linked to the EU’s soy and beef imports,
helping ensure the inclusion of a targeted one-year review on the option to extend the
scope of the EUDR to include the FAO’s designation of ‘other wooded lands’ as well as a
two-year review on other natural ecosystems.

Aside from the EUDR, the UK’s Forest Risk Commodities due diligence legislation is
the second demand-side regulation governing the links between commodity trade
and deforestation. Estimates of the UK’s deforestation footprint through the Global
Environmental Impacts of Consumption (GEIC) indicator, developed by SEI York

and Trase, were important in setting the scope of this legislation while also helping

underpin the work of campaigners to advocate for swift action. GEIC data is now used
as an official UK government indicator to assess the global biodiversity impacts of UK

economic activity. SEI and Trase are under commission to develop the monitoring

framework for the legislation for the UK Government.

Supporting operationalisation

Trase has worked closely with a number of European governments, including Belgium,
Germany and the UK, to help them understand their overall deforestation footprints,
as well as embedded impacts on biodiversity and water, and to monitor how these are

changing over time.

This work provides a much broader perspective than is necessary for EUDR compliance,

butis a critical complement in motivating the need to assess overall country-level
deforestation footprints and to inform the wider policy mix that is needed.

Trase also worked with France’s Ministry of Ecological Transition to develop a risk
dashboard, hosted by the French government, for soy imports under their national
strategy to combat imported deforestation (SNDI) —itself a precursor of EUDR.

“Working with Trase
was a key part of our
success in strengthening
the anti-deforestation
regulation (EUDR). Their
data and analysis were
not only robust and
compelling, but they
were also essential

in demonstrating the
environmental risks of
excluding ecosystems
like the Cerrado and the
Gran Chaco. Thanks to
this collaboration, we
convinced the whole
European Parliament

of the importance of
using this definition for
the regulation. After
the negotiation with the
Council, we secured
areview clause about
the inclusion of ‘other
wooded land’ in the final
legislation. We couldn’t
have done it without
Trase’s insight.”

Marie Toussaint,

member of European
Parliament and shadow
rapporteur for the EUDR
for the Greens/EFA group of
the EU Parliament

“Trase has fundamentally
reshaped the
deforestation policy
landscape in the UK.”

Katie Caudle,

senior supply chains policy
adviser, UK International
Forests Unit


https://insights.trase.earth/insights/missing-deforestation-risk-products-undermine-eu-due-diligence-proposal
https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/Letter_NGOs-urge-the-EU-Commission-to-stop-soy-driven-deforestation_08112021.pdf.
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/proposed-eu-regulation-on-deforestation-and-forest-degradation
https://commodityfootprints.earth/
https://commodityfootprints.earth/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62971d70d3bf7f03667c658d/due-diligence-uk-supply-chains-summary-of-responses.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/ukbi-a4-global-biodiversity-impact/
https://trase.earth/insights/trase-links-belgium-s-commodity-imports-to-water-scarcity
https://trase.earth/insights/germany-prepares-for-eu-law-on-deforestation-free-imports
https://trase.earth/insights/supporting-france-s-plan-to-increase-transparency-over-deforestation
https://trase.earth/insights/supporting-france-s-plan-to-increase-transparency-over-deforestation
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The power of Trase data: risk benchmarking
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In 2022, Trase created a risk assessment dashboard for the French government to supportits strategy against
imported deforestation. It shows how much soy companies import into France and where in Brazil it is grown,
differentiating between soy imports associated with low and high deforestation risks.

As EU member states invest in preparedness measures ahead of the expected
implementation of the EUDR in January 2026, Trase is active in providing guidance to
competent authorities on the use of Trase’s risk data to triage due diligence compliance
checks.

In June 2025, Trase and ClientEarth published guidance for companies regulated under
the EUDR and competent authorities responsible for enforcing it on the use of geospatial

data on the location of forests, types of land use and the existence of deforestation to
assess risks of non-compliance with the regulation’s deforestation-free and legality

requirements.

Strengthening accountability

Itis unlikely that the EUDR or the UK Forest Risk Commodities regulations would

exist without civil society pressure and the work of high-ambition coalitions in both
government and business. Trase’s data and intelligence continue to provide a key source
of evidence to help motivate ambition and protect against backsliding.

This support includes providing targeted briefings to strengthen accountability of
governments to deliver on stated ambitions. One example is the use of Trase data to
underpin a campaign by Global Witness at the COP28 climate conference in 2023 to call
out delayed adoption and implementation of the UK Environment Act first proposed
two years before at COP26. In 2024, Trase also published the first editions of a series of
27 factsheets assessing the deforestation exposure via imports of EUDR commodities
for each EU member state to support civil society in each country to make the case for

action on implementation.

“Commissioned by and
in collaboration with

GlZ, Trase produced
significant new

analysis showing —in
unprecedented breadth
and detail — how
Germany's import

and consumption of
agricultural commodities
is linked to tropical
deforestation. The
resulting report
successfully puts
numerous disparate
datasets in context

with one another to
demonstrate their
significance for trade and
environmental policy.
This analysis will inform
ongoing dialogue with
producer countries and
contribute to supporting
risk assessments that
importers in Germany
will have to carry out

as part of their due
diligence requirements.”

Katja Albrecht,
adviser, GIZ

“Trase, with the
collaboration of the
European Forest
Institute, has done
avery important

job of compiling and
processing data from the
main tropical countries
producing soybeans
(and other products at
risk of deforestation),
making it possible today
to estimate the risk of
deforestation for most
soybean importsin
France.”

France’s Ministry of
Ecological Transition


https://trase.earth/insights/trase-and-clientearth-provide-guidance-on-using-geospatial-data-to-enforce-and-comply-with-the
https://trase.earth/insights/trase-and-clientearth-provide-guidance-on-using-geospatial-data-to-enforce-and-comply-with-the
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/nov/06/beef-soy-palm-oil-products-deforestation-imported-uk-climate
https://trase.earth/insights/eu27-countries-in-the-spotlight-for-deforestation-exposure
https://trase.earth/insights/eu27-countries-in-the-spotlight-for-deforestation-exposure
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Trase puts EU27 in the spotlight for deforestation exposure

Germany: A deforestation exposure
assessment

Hoadiines

France: A deforestation exposure assessment

Hoadines
Methodlog

e 107% 15,900 ha Cocoa

Directradel  Mothodologicalnote

Spain: A deforestation exposure assessment

Hoadines

13.4%

The Netherlands: A deforestation exposure
assessment

Methodelog|

Hoadiines

15.7% 23,400 ha Oil palm

Methodalogicalote

Italy: A deforestation exposure assessment

Hoadines

Belgium: A deforestation exposure
assessment

Hoadiines

8.1% 12,000 ha Cocoa

i s ity o e s

Mthodologicalnot

eyt 5500559

In 2024, Trase published 27 country factsheets on the deforestation exposure of each EU member state. The results
reveal striking differences as the countries prepare to implement the EUDR. For example, the Netherlands has three
times the deforestation exposure of Spain due to the importance of the Port of Rotterdam for imports into the EU.
Oil palm products are most significant for the Netherlands and Spain, whereas soy is most significant for Denmark,

Slovenia and Romania.
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Figure shows deforestation exposure for selected EU countries by commodity in 2019-2021 for direct trade and
adjusted for re-exports (Source: Trase analysis using data from UN FAO, UN Comtrade and DeDuCE).
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The impact of Trase’s data is often amplified by campaign groups working to strengthen “Trase provides unique,

accountability of governments and companies. For example, Mighty Earth, an reliable data that informs
environmental advocacy organisation, draws regularly on Trase data and maps to make our global work to stop
h .. lobal . . def . deforestation, protect
the case in its global campaign against deforestation. nature, and fight climate
change.”

Ensuring successful implementation Alex Armstrong,

vice president of programs,

Since the European Parliamentary elections in June 2024, there have been growing Mighty Earth
calls to weaken the EUDR resulting in a one-year delay in its implementation to 30

December 2025 to allow additional time for regulated companies and member states to

prepare. Despite this, some member states and businesses continue to demand further

concessions.

Trase believes that successful implementation of the EUDR is key both to reducing
the deforestation exposure of the EU and — most significantly — stimulating action
towards decoupling commodity production and trade from deforestation and ecosystem

conversion by both key importing markets and producer countries.

As an independent science-based provider of data and intelligence, Trase will continue
to use its analytical expertise — not just to support the implementation of the EUDR —
but to understand its limitations and unintended consequences, such as leakage and
smallholder exclusion, and the need to go beyond it with additional actions needed to
successfully protect forests, other natural ecosystems, human rights and livelihoods.
This work is an important element of our strategy for 2025-2030.

(ﬂ\} Trase is a global partnership
u co-founded by the Stockholm

Environment Institute and
For further information contact Global Canopy
Helen Bellfield, co-director at Trase,
h.bellfield@globalcanopy.org. SEl stockholm

| Fn\;l_;o?ment

nstitute

Keep connected with Trase for
future insights trase.earth. ‘) Global Canopy



mailto:h.bellfield%40globalcanopy.org?subject=
http://trase.earth
https://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/BUNGE_Saving_the_Cerrado.pdf
https://trase.earth/insights/eudr-delay-maintaining-momentum-towards-deforestation-free-supply-chains
https://trase.earth/about/strategy

